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BY L. G. HOFFMAN.) ALBANY, JULY, 18.46. ‘VOL. VII. NO. 9. > 
/ ) 
GRAND LODGE OF NEW YORK. - My brethren, our lamented Grand Master died in } 
/ The M. W. G. Lodge of the State ef New York, ? the comfort and consolation of religion; and we have 
, commenced its annual session, on the first Tuesday / a confident and well grounded hope that our loss is 
y of June last, and continued its deliberations for four { his exceeding great gain—that he has gone from § 
days. The session was an extremely interesting one, ¢ a world of care, and Jabor and toil, to mansions of 
not only as exhibiting a very prosperous condition / eternal happiness and rest—that, as a true and per- 
of the institution in the state, at large, but also in cal- 3 feet craftsman, he has been welcomed to the Grand 
) ling forth an expression of feeling on several subjects ? Lodge above, where the Supreme Architect of the 


of vital importance to the general interests of the 
é craft. 
At the opening of the June Communication, on 
Tuesday evening, the Rt. W. Joun D. WILLARD, ¢ 
Deputy Grand Master, (now M. W. Grand Master) 
addressed the Grand Lodge as follows : 
My Brethren: 





































Universe presides. —- ) 
sy the death of the M. W. Grand Master the im- 


portant duties of his high office have devolved upon 3 
me; and, however imperfectly [may have discharged } 
them, I have cheerfully given to them that time and 

attention, which they seemed to me to require. ] 2 


am able to assure you of the continued prosperity of § 





ns It alfords me sincere pleasure to meet once more © the Masonic Institution in this state. Within the last ; 
il the Representatives of the great Masenic Fraternity year, Warrants have been granted to twonew Lodges; 3 
; of the State of New-York. J am justly sensible of ; and in addition, six other new Lodges have been § 
“a the high honor of presiding in such an assembly : but ° authorised to work by Dispensation. In one of the ; 
in | it is with the deepest feelings of sorrow that I reflect ; new Lodges, which was established in Yates county, % 
ad upon the melancholy event to which Lam now indebted ° and which commenced Operations with favorable ; 
for for this distinction. Since our last annual convoca- prospects, circumstances unfortunately occurred, that ¢ 
aap tion, the M. W. Alexander H. Robertson, Grand ¢ in my opinion,rendered itexpedient and that its Dispen- 3 
our Master of Masons in the State of New-York, has de- 4 sation should be withdrawn. I will not state the ; 
not | parted this life. Very many of those whom I have ; reasons at length; but the most prominent, perhaps, 3 
is” now the honor to address, knew him personally and ° was the want of that harmony among the Free Ma- 3 
a well, You were yourselves witnesses of the mingled ¢ sons who composed it, which I consider indispensible ; 
courtesy and dignity with which he presided at the ; for proper Masonic work. As the Lodge was $ 
meetings of the Grand Lodge. You knew the ex- ¢ working only under Dispensation, the evil was en- 3 
with ccilence of his heart; a heart overflowing with char- , tirely within my control as acting Grand Master; $ 
is is ity and kindness to all mankind, but more especially / and, believing that the interests of the order required 3 
with to the Brotherhood. He discharged, at all times, ¢ in this case promptness and decision, I did not hesitate 3 
with honor and fidelity, his varied duties in public ¢ to assume the responsibility, which I would not lightly ; 
—_ and social life. He was especially distinguished by / exercise, of depriving the Lodge of its powers. I 
os his attachment to the Masonié institution. It ac- ¢ annulled the Dispensation and withdrew it. $ 
0 companied hin through life, and it clung to him in Some interesting details will be laid before you in ; 
62 death. fn some of his last hours his thoughts were ¢ relation to the fund for founding a Masonic Orphan 
00 devoted to plans for the advancement of the prosperi- ¢ Asylum and Masonic Hall. This fund is indebted ; 
oie ty and usefulness of our order. We will never for- ¢ for its existence almost exclusively to the efforts of : 
Me get him; bis memory shall ever be cherished in our ¢ our brethren residing in the city of New York; and 
rs hearts’ * for which they deserve high honor and praise. § 
si | 
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The American Masonic Register r, published by ; 
our W. Br. Hofiman, is now the oldest Masonic pe- 
ricdical in the United States. It was established at 
a time of great Anti-Masonic excitement, and under 
circumstances of difficulty and discouragement. It 
has done much in reviving and calling forth the 
scattered elements of our order, and restoring the 
institution, inthis country, to itshigh standing and rank 
among the social and benevolent institutions of our 
land. I consider it important that his paper be libe- 
rally sustained. Brother Hoffman has_ recently sub- 
mitted to the Grand Officers a plan for increasing its 
circulation, and, at the same time aiding the object 
of Masonic charity. 1 commend both his paper and 
plan to the favourable consideration of this G. Lodge 
and the Fraternity. 

The new Constitution having received the sanction 
of a majority of the Lodges, is now the established 
Masonic law in It is probable that no 
member of the committee who reported it, or of the 
Grand Lodge who conditionally adopted it, was sat- 
isfied with all its provisions. But those articles, 
which were objectionable to some, were considered 
by others as among the most valuable it contained. 
It was adopted in a spirit of mutual conciliation and 
compromise. ‘There are several of its provisions 
which I consider exceptionable, but [yielded my 
own convictions to the opinions and wishes of others; 
and, it having been accepted by the Fraternity, 1 
shall cheerfully give it my support. 

I think itis, as a whole, an improvement upon 
the old constitution; and one very decided benetit,cer- 
tainly, has resulted from its adoption. Before it was 
adopted the written Masonic law in this state consis- 
ted, not in the Constitution merely, but in the Gene- 
ral Regulations also, adopted by the Grand Lodge 
from time to time; sometimes hastily enacted, 
times obscure, sometimes contradictory, and which 
were spread through the proceedings of the Grand 
Lodge for twenty years. In the place of all this, we 
have now one clear and simple code,to which the Fra- 
ternity can readily refer, and which they can at least 
understand. It will found 
and in other respects susceptible of improvement.— 
But I recommend that it have a fair trial; and that 
no more allerations, and no more additions be 
made to it than the good of the craft may seem im- 
peratively to require. Ii is the beauty of all law, 
and more especially that of the Masonic Fraternity, 
that there should be a certain degree of stability; 
and infinite evils result from perpetual change. — It 
has, too, been my uniform opinion, which IL have 
always freely expressed, that the general regulations 


this state. 


some- 


doubtless be defective, 


adopted by the Grand Lodge for the government of 





the Ledges should not be very numerous—that much 
should be left to the discretion of subordinate Lodges 
—and that no greater number of regulations be im- 
posed on them than may be necessary to preserve a 
proper uniformity of action and work, and a strict 
adherence to the ancient landmarks of our order. 
Should any of the provisions of our Constitution in 
any way come up for the consideration of the Grand 
Lojge, at this or any future meeting, I trust, my 
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“brethren, 3 you “will briag: - your de liberations upon 
them, wisdom, calmness and caution, and 4 spirit of 
harmony and conciliation. 

A valuable report from the committee on Foreign 
Correspondence will present to the Grand Lodge the 
state of our foreign relation, ands the condition of 
the Fraternity in other States and countries. 

Within our own jurisdiction a zeal for the institu- 
tion appears to be increasing among the Fraternity. 
The meetings of the Lodges are usually well attended; 
and a proper scrutiny and caution is in most cases 
exercised as to the character of the 
apply for the honor of an admission into our order 
But I cannot too strongly enjoin it upon you, that 
you use your influence in your severat Lodges, that 
there be unceasing to exclude 
Let no unworthy person be 
Let no man be admnitited to the 
mysteries of Masonry, who is not of pure character 
and morals. Let not the noble 
has descended to us through so 


candidates who 


care and vigilence 
all improper applicants. 
received among us. 
institution, which 
many 
and which has been the instrument of so much good 
throughout the world, be 
in our hands. 


gene rations, 
contaminated or disgraced 


to al- 
lude—but | have already trespassed upon your pa- 
tience farther than | intended. 
tain you; and I will only express to you my earnest 
and confident hope that harmony and brotherly love 
may prevail in your proceedings, and that all your 
doings may be such, as will advance the honor, and 
promote the prosperity of our beloved order. 


‘There are other topics to which { designed 


{ will no longer de- 


Among the topics brought up for the consideration 
of the G. was that of GRAND LODGE CERTIFI 
CATES. Within the past year, many circumstances 
have arisen, which go to show, that this system, must 


Lodge, 


either be modified in its construction, or be aban- 
doned altogether. Our brethrea may 
that we should take this position, after having advo- 


cated its existence , as we have done, on several oc- 


be surprised, 


but so it is; erperéence is the best school- 


master; and we hold it 


casions 3 

to be nothing but compgon 
ingenuousness to explode a received opinion, wh 4 it 
is found to war with justice or common sense. ‘That 
the Masonic institution under the 
needs some pretection thrown around it from 
imposture, 
let us proscribe. 


existing state ol 
things, 
is undeniable; but in protecting, do not 
Here the whole difficulty 
The letter of our present constitution provides, 


from memory ) 


lies.— 
(we 
“that zo mason shall be ad- 
mitted to a seat as a sojourner, unless he shall have 
a G. L. certiffeate, or be duly vouched for,’’ &c. 
The constitution is imperative on this point, and 
many Masters, who mean to act conscientiously in 
regard to the edict, 
terpretation, which we hope was not intended by its 


quote 
| 


feel constrained to give it an in- 


framers, and which is contrary to the genius of our 
Every brother, in portals, 
has certain prescriptive rights, which cannot be taken 
from him, except for cause shown. Were it proper, 
we could designate several, which are unalienable; 
but, among them, is the rights and privileges ofa sojour- 


institution. passing the 
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‘and therefore presumptively unworthy. 





the brethren) are bound to recognize; 
ding, that he exhibits himself ‘ 


always provi- 
worthy,’ and “‘well 
» have never held any other opinion, 
than that this 72ghf is a “landmark”? characteristic 


’ of the fraternal tie, and as immutable as the institution 


itself, and a part and parcel of Masonic jurisprudence. 
This fact we look upon as one of the beautiful fea- 
tures of our order, throwing into the shade all the 
ephemeral institutions, whose customs change with the 
seasons. 

Paper evidences of moral character and Masonic 
fiiness, are good as collateral testimony, but they 
cannot, and should not, be regarded as the ‘sessame,’ 
by which adone our doors are to be opened. We 
say alone, virtually the con- 
struction many brethren put upon it, however much 
they may endeavor to cover it. More than 25 years 
ago, we learned that the Masonic passport was to be 
found in the breast, and not in the pocket. Casualty, 
in its thousand forms, can reach the pocket, but it 
never can the only, true and legitimate casket. The 
Grand Lodge certificate system, we are fearful, 
is designed to be a world of trouble to the institution, 
and as our views within the past year have under- 
gone an entire change in relation to them, from facts 
forced on us, we are extreniely desirous of not being 
misunderstood. 


because that is 


We are the advocate of any system, 
which will protect the institution from the unworthy ; 
and we are as strongly opposed to any system which 
shall abridge the rights and privileges of a proper ap- 
plicant at our doors for a humble seat. We have 
no objections that G. L. certificates should exist, as 
a source of revenue, to the G. Body, or that their 


application should protect Lodges from the ‘ well 


told tale,”’ of the sturdy mendicant, who having once 
passed through the ordeal, presses a claim, which he 
we cannot 
be too strongly protected: but when the stranger 
which shall 
shut the door against him, because he is a stranger, 


has Jong since forfeited. In such cases, 


comes among us, abolish any system, 
Masonic 


It pre- 
sumes, and it has no right to presume any thing else, 


charity, is not made up of dollars and cents. 


that when the sojourner presents himself for examina- 
‘worthy’? if he proves himself ‘ well 
qualified”? The usual committee, in such cases, are 


tion, that he is 


far better judges, than any paper form which can 
be devised, as an improvement of the o/d fashioned 
mode. It has been said, that one of the objects of 
Grand Lodge certificates, was to prevent) brethren 
from claiming the social privileges of Masonic inter- 
course, who were not contributing members of some 
s ster Lodge. Thisis not aecessary,for is is presumed, 
every well regulated Lodge, provides foy this evil, by 
by-law, fixing the time or times when affiliation 
Ifany Lodge negleci this regula- 
G. Lodge will do it for them: 

We have s: 


shall commence. 
tion, the 
uid, ina former part of this article, that 
have arisen, which go to show that the 
present interpretation of the Grand Lodge certificate 
system, must of necessity be either modified or aban- 
doned. Let facts speak for themselves. We selec 


circium: tances 
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? ner, Which all nations, hindoode oul longsiee (among 7 tw 0, from the heat whic " ‘hes produced i in our mind, 


the « second sober thought” ;— A past G. officer from 
New Jersey, was refused an examination and seat, in 
one of the Lodges, of our city, because he had no 
G. Lodge certificate; although there was no doubt 
but he was what he represented himselfto be. 
—the late Grand Secre tary of Michigan, Bro Lee, 
was refused an examination by one of the Lodges of 
New York, because he had no Grund Lodge cer- 
t¢jicate; and what makes this affair worse, at the 
time of his application, he had in his pocket, the ne- 
cessary credentials from the Grand Lodge of Michi- 
gan, appointing him their delegate to represent the 
G. L. in the General convention, of the U.S. at Rich- 
mond!! These he offered (as we understood him) 
to exhibit, but the tyler could not “construe” it into a 
regular G. L. certificate, and this gentleman and 
Bro., was unceremoniously repulsed. 
gitimate fruits of G. L. certificates? If the answer is 
yea, then to our mind it is to be “honored more in 
the breach than the observance.” Bro. Lee informed 
us that he should feel it his duty to lay the facts be- 
fore his G. Lodge.” However much the feelings of 
our sister G. L. may be hurt by this cavalier treat- 
ment of one of their officers, we trust they will take 


Again ; 


Is this the le- ¢ 
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our word for it,that it is not a part of the Masonry of 


the State of New York. 

At the heel of the session of our late annual com- 
munication, a preamble and resolutions were intro- 
duced, intending to show that Art. 81, of our amended 
constitution was not intended to convey any such 
meaning, as is narrated above. After considerable 
discussion, it was directed to be placed on, and 
published with the minutes, in order that each L. 
might instruct their next representatives, as to the 
Course proper to pursue, either in modifying or ab- 
rogating the article, in a constitutional way.. Here 
the matter rests, so far as the action of the G. L., and 
45 it is a subject of much moment to the fraternity 
Of this state, it is to be hoped that each subordinate 
Lodeve, will be prompt in expressing their opinicn 
on it. We shall at all times be happy to publi:h 
any resolutions bearing on the subject, whether such 
opinions agree with our own or not. 

During the session, the G. Lodge proceeded to the 
election of officers, with the following result. 

John D. Willard, of ‘Troy, M. E. G. Master. 

Isaac Phillips, of N. York, M. £. D. G. Master. 

Richard Carrique of Hudson, G. S. Warden. 

Ezra S. Barnum, of Utica, J. G. Warden. 

Robert R. Boyd, of New York, G. Secretary. 

John Horspool; of New York, G. Treasurer. 

Rey. Salem Town, of Cayuga, G. Chaplain. 

Wim. Boardman of New York, G. Pursuivant. 

Greenfield Pote, of New York, G. Tyler. 


‘MASONIC DEPARTMENTS, AND JURIS- 
DIC TIONS”’—AGAIN. 
We admit with a great deal of cheerfulness, the 
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communications from our respected brethren, Messrs. ¢ 


Dove, and McCabe, of Virginia, bearing on an arti- 


‘ cle which appeared in our May No. which they con- 
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demn as erring in fact, and which they say places 
the G. Chapter of Virginia in an unwarrantable po- 
sition. 

The communications will speak for themselves: 
but we would correct one mistake, which our brethren 
have fallen into, viz. the paternity of the article. 
[It was from the pen of an esteemed and intelligent 
brother, and not editorial, as will be perceived, by 
the signature *. There is no doubt, in reading Bro. 
McCabe’s rejoinder, that our correspondent has fell 
into several mistakes; which as an honorable high min- 
ded brother, he will correct, while that part which is 
tenable, he will maintain. Our correspondent is now 
absent: on his return, we shall call on him to take 
With every disposition to 
render ‘ even and exact justice,”’ to all concerned, 
we leave the matter.—-[2p. 


care of his own offspring. 


Richmond June 2nd, 1846. 
Dear Sir & Bro. 

Upon the receipt of your May No. of the Masonic 
Register, (for which accept my sincere thanks,) I 
find certain objectionable paragraphs at p: 98, con- 
cerning the M. E.G. C. of Virginia and thereupon, 
deeming it my duty, I forwarded the number with 
my own views, to the M. i. G. HL. Priest, Rev. James 
D. McCabe, of the PP. E. 
days, received his answer and commentary, leaving 
to me the proper or most appropriate use of them.-— 
{ think I cannot do better than send thern to you, to 
be disposed of as you may think best in the premises, 


Church, and after some 


to eflect the object we claim, and you no doubt desire 
to be placed right before our masonic Brethren upon 
this delicate subject 
Should you think it best for the commentary 
of the M_ FE. to appear in any other periodical than 
your own, please say so, and return it to me at an 
early date. 
Very fraternally yours, 
JOUN DOVE, G. Secretary, 
of G. C. of Virginia. 
To L. G. Hoffman, Ed. &e. 





Abington, June 5th, 1846. 
DEAR Sirk & Comp. 

I thank you for your kind favour of the 25th of 
May, accompanying a copy of the Masonic Register, 
and hasten to notice the inatter to which you call my 
attention. 

The remarks of the Editor of the M. Register, are 
so Clearly a mistake that they would be corrected in 
the mind of every intelligent Mason at all acquainted 
with the history of the institution in the U. S. but 
taken in connection with the proceedings of several 
Grand Chapters, as noticed in the report of the com- 
mittee of foreign correspondence made to Grand C. 
of Virginia at its last session; they assume an import- 
ance, and call for notice in some form. 

It is to me a source of profound regret, to see the 
ancient Institution, both moral 
and physical, so frequently set at: ought by masonic 
writers, who under the influence of zeal without 
knowledge, esteem the paths in which our Fathers ’ 


landmarks of our 
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trod too narrow for their feet—or else misled by ig- 
norance of facts, condemn with reckless indifference 
the action and practices enjoined by both the teachings 
of the past and the proprieties of the present. 

The paragraph (Editorial) on the 98 page of the 
May number of ‘‘ the Masonic Register,” is iflustra- 
tive of this reckless spirit, and shows its influence 
over the minds of really good men and zealous nia- 
sons. ' 

That paragraph does not contain one solitary 
fact so far as it relates to the Grand Chapter of Vir- 
ginia, and the case cited in the action of that body, is 
as irrevelant, as the censure is unjust; and demands 
of the Editor an unqualified retraction of his charge. 

1. The Grand Chapter of Virginia did not at its 
‘* resolve to throw off its allegiance to the 
Grand Chapter of U.S.,”? on the contrary the G. C. 
of Virginia never professed a!legiance to that body— 
but has invariably refused to participate in, or coun- 
tenance the existence of any such body, because she 


last session 


in the Commencement of the plan for its organization, 
believed that evils of no common magnitude would grow 
out of it; the least of which would be confusion in 
the principles of Masonic Jurisprudence, and the as- 
sumption of Jurisdictional powers utterly inconsistent 
with the inherent powers and unalienable rights of 
state Grand Chapters. She considered a Grand Chap- 
ter, of Grand Chapters, an anomaly in Masonic 
history—the introduction of an innovation to which 
as R. A. Masons they could not submit. She thought 
then and still thinks, that a General G. C. so far from 
tending to the promotion of unity of design and uni- 
formity of work, would have a contrary effect, by 
removing from state Grand Chapters a sense of their 
dignity and responsibility and causing their subordi- 
nates lightly to esteem their authority; and I think the 
present Condition of things will sustain the wisdom 
of the foresight, which avoided the evil. Compare 
the condition our of oWn jurisdiction with that of the 
General Grand Chapter—and we will be found to 
be more uniform in our work, as healthy in our 
condition, and as prosperous in our growth and in- 
fluence, as the most favoured of our sister jurisdic- 
tions —2nd, The Editor is equally incorrect when 
he says that the Grand Chapter of Virginia derived 
‘the only authority they possessed, yea” “their 
very existence from the Grand Chapter of U.S.” 
I was not aware that the General Grand Chapter, 
claimed the authority to create Grand Chapters; 
I was so ignorant as to sppose that her power of cre- 
ation extended to the chartering of subordinate chap- 
ters in states and territories where no Grand Chap- 
ters existed, and that the Grand chapters were the 
creation of the subordinates under it—be this however 
as it may, the Grand Chapter of Virginia, is one of 
the oldest state organizations on the continent of 
America, and is by some years the senior of the 
G. G. C. of U.S. 
who formed the state Grand Chapters that created the 


Many of the subordinate chapters 
G. C. of U.S. were created by charter from the G. 
C. of Virginia—at this day she continues to exercise 


the jurisdiction she has always claimed over this state 
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‘ and ‘all states and territories in which there is no Guab 
Chapter, and this power she thinks she holds in com- 
mon With all her sister Grand Chapters—she has al- 
ways protested against any interference with her pre- 
rogalives and has never concecded directly or indi- 
rectly, any authority to the General G. C. farther than 
_arespect for its action as far as confirmed by her sis- 
ter jurisdictions. [| am sorry to see that our intelli- 
«gent and excellent Comp. Hoffman, was so little in- 
formed of our history, as to hazard the assertions con- 
tained in his editorial. We have nothing to say in 
condemnation of ag G. C’s. who have sworn fealty 
to the G. G. C. of U.S. they were independent bodies 
and thought differently from us. 
‘The pretensions set up in some of our sister juris- 
‘ dictions in relation to the Royal and Select degrees; 
has caused them to censure the G. C. of Virginia for 
her action in relation to them, notwithstanding we 
clearly shown that councils of R. and Select 
Masters as organizations distinct from R. A. Chapters, 
were foisted upon the fraternity, by a gross viola- 
‘ tion of Masonic confidence, and the practice of a 
wholesale fraud. 
The Royal Master degree has been conferred in 
‘ the state of Maryland by single R. A. Masons, as an 
; honorary from its into this 
; country, up to the presenttime. ‘The Select Degree was 
‘ brought to this country by the late venerated and M. E. 
« companion Philip ck le of Baltimore, and by him con- 
’ ferred before the R. A.as an indispensable requisite to 
‘ that sublime degree. This is and has ever been the custom 
of Maryland. Distinct councils were created in op- 
‘ pos.tion to the rule established by Comp. Eckel, and 
; in violation of solemn pledges made to him. 
A Grand Council had been formed in Virginia, but 
as soon as it was certified of these facts, and became 


have 


degree introduction 


satisfied that its subordinates were surreptitiously cre- 
ated, they at once restored the degrees to their proper 
classification according to the Maryland 
We have these facts, and 
we would be recreaiat to our hieh duties if we suffer- 


arrangement. proof ¢ 
ed idle pretensions to turn us aside from the path 
ve are pursuing. 

Our companions may in the spirit of innovation 
sever the bonds which 
into one if they 


should connect and bind us 
vill—we revret their 
dence——but if the Grand Chapter of Virginia is to be 
immolated let it be upon the altar of Masonry—— 
not upon that of will 
walk to the sacrifice in the old paths, and perish amid 
the old landmarks, well knowing that the day is not 
far di 


want of pru- 


innovation and change; we 


stant when the executioners theniselves will bow 
before the aliar upon which the victim 1s bound, and 
evoke the principles they now condemn to save them 
from the desolating —_ of their present spirit. 
Truly and fraternally, yours , 

JAMES D. McCABE. 


Tv ' * . 5 . * . 
To JOHN ROVE, M.D. G. Secretary G. C. Virginia 


’ 


MASON 
The followi: 
reluctantly ; 
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# correspondence, 





we publish rather 
because questions of jurisdiction, usual- 
ly involve delicate points, which should be defined, 





mode of 
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é competent iain. . he soneeai is a case wublids 
atrengthens the view we held in our last No. of the 
of a Gen. Grand Lodge, to settle, 
such difficulties, which will often arise. So far as 
Bro. Seligman is concerned, there is no doubt but 
that the Lodge in Alabama ought to receive him, 
unless other cause exists. Bro. S. cannot injustice be 
made to suffer for any wrong which the Lodge of 
Strict Observance may, in reality, or in supposition, 
have done. Asa man of the world he was under 
no obligation to the fraternity, until such obligation 
existed; and then it was to New York, until he was 
lawfully released. The question whether a citizen 
of one state, can lawfully receive the degrees in 
another, is new to us, and both sides, have argument 
in their favor. A “‘profane”’ has an undoubted right, 
so far as he is concerned, to go where he pleases, 
provided no former application has been made, for he 
is presumed to know nothing of our usages, and where 
“there is no law, there is 
The state he goes from can urge with propri- 
ety, that they are better acquainted with the 
fiiness of their own citizens, than 
another state. While on the other hand, it may be 
urged by the candidate, the unfounded prejudices of 
some one individual,—an unexpected call to some 
distant land, and many other reasons, well ta- 
ken. As we said before, Jurisdiction, is a delicate 
matter, and we need some supreme authority to settle 
it. However, in this case, we should suppose the 
residence of Bro. Seligman’s family would settle 
it. 


bsolute necessity 


no transgression.’’— 


tasse of 


Grecnsboro. Alabama, 28th Jan.1846. 
Dear Sik: 

Joseph Seligman made a member of Strict Obser- 
New York, applies to La Fay- 
ette Lodge for admission asa member in accordance 
with resolutions passed by the Grand Lodge of the 
State of Alabama at its last is thought 
some of our members Oppose it on the ground of 
holding that we are not bound to re- 
and will in all probability 
object to him unless they are satisfied that no blame 
can attach to him. Many of us are of opinion that 
if there is any blame, it should rest with your Lodge, 
and therefore ask the why and wherefore you received 
him, your duty to exculpate him, 
and hope you will on receipt of this, give us such 
as regards Bro. Se- 


vance Lodge, city of 


session, it 


Jurisdiction, 
cognize him as a Mason, 


we consider 





reasons as will be satisfactory 
ligman, we know of nothiag that can be said against 
him, but consider him a hizh minded honorable gen- 
tleman, and should be sorry that he should be rejected 
on your account—action will be had on the 3d ‘Tues- 
day in February, so you have no time to lose. 
Fraternally yours, 

JNO. FIFE. 
To James Herring, Esq Crand Secretary. 


New York, \1th Feb. 
WorsutIPFuL Sir. 
The Lodge of Strict Observance 


A. L. 5$46. 


of the city of 
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New York received a communication from Mr- - 


Fife of your town in relation to Bro. Seligman, a 
member of the Strict Observance, who 
has applied to your Lodge for membership, and sta- 
ting that in all probability that he would be rejected, 
not ou account of his standing, for he as to his moral 


Lodge of 


worth, his gentlemanly bearing, and physical apti- 
tude, but on the ground of his not having been made a 
mason within the jurisdiction of your own Grand 
Lodge, he being claimed as a citizen of your State, 
and at the same time implying censure on the Lodge 
of Strict Qbservance for so doing. 

The undersigned is instructed by the Lodge of 
Strict Observance to represent to La Fayette Lodge 
of Alabama, their regret that an should 
arise, requiring their action to be vindicated before 
a sister Lodge of another jurisdiction. 

The few remarks that I shall submit to the consid- 
eration of La Fayette Lodge, are tendered in the 
spirit of love and regard, and whilst we justify our 
actions, upon the broad platform of Masonic integ- 
rity, we cannot in justice to ourselves, and the Ma- 
sonic Fraternity throughout the Globe, refrain from 
warning our brethren of Alabama of the error of 
the position they have taken, as expressed through 
the resolutions of their Grand Lodge, at its last an- 


occasion 


nual communication, we im all charity submit that 
they are at variance with the true spirit of our ma- 
sonic constitution—and never can be recognized by 
the Masonic Body at large. ‘They are subversive of 
that inherent principle of our nature, that should re- 
sist coercion to the dictate of our will. Man posses- 
ses the inherent right to will himself liberty or re- 
straint of that liberty; as illustrative of this prinei- 
ple, he may live under a democratic, monarchial or 
absolute government, and no one shall question its 
justice—yet when he thus wills and aflilliates him- 
self to either, he then becomes responsible to the 
one he Where does the Grand 
Alabama find authority to sanction their governing 
the will and actions of the prophane, or to dictate and 
govern their choice. And where shall we find their 
authority of ancient usage 6 pronounce it unmason- 
ic to admit to membership, in a Lodge a citizen cf 
another state, who has never applied to any lodge 
As a matter of expe- 


selects. Lodge of 


in his own state for admission. 
diency, to preserve harmony; and prevent improper 
persons from gaining admission in the lodges, as well 
as to prese ve due respect and brotherly love, the G. 
Lodge of the State of New York have decreed that 
there shall be diligent inquiry as to a candidate of 
another state by test or otherwise, and should said 
candidate have previously applied to any lodge in his 
own state and be rejected, he cannot be received, 
unless by permission from said Lodge, wherein he 
was rejected. But our G. Lodge cannot consent to 
disguise the mild and beautiful principle of its an- 
cient order and give countenance to error that has 
imbeded within its bosom the seeds of discord. 
Were we alone in the position we have taken, and 
entertaining as we do very great respect for the L. 
of Alabama, we might hesitate. But we have illus- 
trious examples to call to our aid, and we hope the 
eer 
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citing of them will tend to good results England, 
Scotland and Ireland, form an united Kingdom, but 
their Grand Lodges are the: never 
heard that the G. Lodge of either country pronounced 
the lodves of the in their work, 


+, and we have 


others unmasonic 





~~ 


a 


~~ 


for initiating a resident of an other jurisdiction. On ‘ 


the contrary, we know jmany instances on record, 
where persons belonging to one or other of the three 
Kingdoms, have been initiated while away from home 
in lodges of foreign jurisdiction but we have never 
heard of either of the G. 
land or Scotland denouncing such initiations as unma- 
sonic. 


Lodges of England, Ire- / 


The son of the Duke of Leinster, Grand Master of 


Ireland was but lately initiated in England, and on 
his return to Dublin was received with the greatest en- 
thusiasm. The late duke of Sussex, the late G. M. 
of the G. L. of England was initiated in a foreign 
state, and many of the most prominant masons of 
England were not initiated in that country. 

You will perceive the practice has high sanction, 


and its justice must be apparent, provided the appli- ‘ 


cant properly qualified, as to his moral integrity, 
mental endowments and physical fitness. In the case 
of Seligman, we had every reason to believe him in 
every respect worthy and well qualified, and had no 
knowledye of his presenting his name to any Lodge, 
There was, and 
we believe still is some doubt whether he be a citizen 


or having been refused admission. 


of this state or that of Alabama, for a part of the year 


he is doing business in Alabama, and the remainder ‘ 


of the time he isin New York, where his family reside. 
Let him therefore hail from either state, if you please, 


the lodge of Strict Observance would take upon itself 


the responsibility of the act complained of, sanctioned 
as it is by the G. L. of its own State, approved of by 
the G. Lodges of Scotland, Ireland and England and 


are shadowed by the examples of the G. Lodges ot | 


continental Kurope. 
Our G. L., with those of Europe and America ac- 
ceed to every Grand Lodge a power over every Ma- 


son within its jurisdiction, whether the brother be so 


by initiation or affiliation. But this is far different 
from admitting that any G. L. has a right to exercise 
its dictum over the will and pleasure of those who as 
yet do not belong to them—she may use an arbitrary 
power and refuse admission to any Mason not made 
in her jurisdiction, with as much justice as to refuse, 
admission to a citizen who left her state as a profane, 
and returned as one of the sons of lizht. 
With respect, Yours fraternally. 
JAMES H. ROGERS. 
Rev. T. W. Capers, W. M. of La Fayette L. 


GRAND LODGE OF CONNECTICUT. 


The Annual Communication of the Most Worship 


ful G. L. of Free and accepted Masons ot the state of 
Connecticut was held at the Temple, in’ the city of 


New Haven, on Wednesday, May 15, 5346. 
At 2 o’clock P. M. the G. officers took their seats, 
and the G. L. was opened in due and ainple form; 


when the M. W. G. Master, delivered the following 
5 Address ——— ; 


8 














AAAS AAR 


‘al 


‘ po 


fa 


ho 
Cc 
fin 
ni 


6 Su 





4 
? 
7 

, 


* 


ip 
of 
of / 





? 
S ia A 


BRETHREN OF THE GRAND LODGE: 


If there is anything which should be calculated to 
inspire our hearts with emotions of gratitude to that 
Jeing to whom we are indebted for life, for health, 
and for all the blessings of social intercourse, and in 
whom we all profess to put our trust, I think it should 
be the consideration of the fact, that we are permit- 
ted, at each returning season, to assemble ourselves 
peaceably, with none to molest or make us afraid, to 
devise means for the advancement of that good cause, 
which has done so much to alleviate the sorrows and 


distresses of our fellow-men, and whose most excel- 
lent tenets are so well fitted for the capacities with 
which we have been endowed by the Great Creator. 
And, especially, have we cause for gratitude, breth- 
) ren, When we learn that throughout the length and 
breadth of the land this good cause is progressing, 


fora series of years we were threatencd,has given place 
to that better feeling which we humbly trust is based 
upon the sacred platform of ‘ Friendship, Morality, 
and Brotherly Love.’. 


NARA NANA 


sy a resolution of the Grand Lodve, a committce 


; is annually appointed, whose duty it is to examine 

the communications trom those Grand Lodges with 
whom we are in correspondence, and report such top 
ics for our consideration as they shall judge proper. 
Of course, the correspondence referred to is’ placed 
by the Grand Secretary, as is proper it should be, in 


the hands of this Committee, consequently it does not 
* come under the immediate inspection of the Grand 
Master. the bre- 
thren may expect such a report as will enable them 


From this committee, therefore, 


to form an opiinon of the progress which is making 
in our ancient institution. There is however one top- 
ic connected with this correspondence, to which | con- 
ceive itiny duty briefly to allude. It is that of the 
formation of a General Grand Lodge of the United 
States. in session in the 


State of Virginia, composed of delegates from such 


There is a Convention now 


Grand Lodges as are favorably disposed towards the 
object, for the purpose of organizing such General 
Grand Lodge. Since I have had the honor to be en- 
rolled as a member of this Grand Lodge, it has been 
our policy to adopt with extreme caution, if adopted 


at all, any measures (however important they mey 


seem atfirst view) which shall appear like innovations, 
or be calculated in the slightest degree to disturb our 


ancient landmarks; cousequently we have not felt it 


expedient to send delegates to several Conventions 
Which have been held at Sundry times for the pro- 
posed purpose of adding a brighter lustre to the light 
Whether this policy is dictated 
by wisdom, time and experience alone can determine. 


we already enjoy. 


But | think Jam not alone in the opinion, that thus 

far we have seen no occasion to regret the Course we 
’ have pursued. If the proceedings of the Convention 
now being held should result in the formation ofa 
General Grand Grand Lodge, [I apprehend we shall 
find little difficulty, at any time hereafter, Gif upon 
mature deliberation we shallariveat the conclusion that 


such a measure will have tendency to promote the 
t 
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interests of Freemasonry,) should we make the ap- 
plication in a proper spirit, in uniting ourselves with 
it. 

The requirements of some of the Grand Lodges 
in correspondence with us, that all visiting brethren 
be furnished with a certificate of membership, ap- 
pears to have met with favor in some Grand Lodges, 
while in others the same views have been taken 
in relation to it as in our own. So far as I can learn, 
however, but little inconveniencie has been experi- 
enced by our members, in gaining admission into 
those Lodges whose rules professedly require such 
certificates. When they state that our Grand Lodge 
neither issues them (unless on the particular request 
ofa brother) nor recognizes the right to demand them, 


they are permilted to enter upon the application of 


the ancient tests. 

By reference to our records, it will be perceived 
that at our last annual commuuication the Grand L. 
proceeded to annul the charters of several subordi- 
na‘e Lodges, for non-comp imee with the by-laws, 
requiring returns to be made, and a representation at 
our annual communications. Among the charters 
thus revoked, was that of King Solomoa’s Lodge, 
No. 7, Woodbury. During the recess of the Grand 
Lodge, a communication has been received by our 


Grand Secretary, from some of the late officers of 


that Lodge, complaining of the severity with which 
they have been treated, by the summary process pur- 
sued by the Grand Lodge. I think, had these com- 
plaining brethren been present at our sessions, for 
several years past, they would have arrived at a difler- 
ent conclusion fron that which they appear to have 
adopted. For I believe | am warranted in the asser- 
tion, that since | have had the honor to sitas a mein 
ber of this body, no subject has come before us that 
has been the occasion of so much vexation and per- 
plexity, as the delinquencies of some of the subordi- 
nate Lodges; and that until forbearance had ceased 
in @ measure, to be a virtue, tiese delinquencies 
were tolerated—not that the obligations to reverence 


the acts of the Grand Lodge were supposed to be of 


less binding effects than formerly—but owing to the 
peculiar circuustances in which some of the Lodges 
were placed by the intolerant spirit of the enemies of 
the order, it was thought expedient to overlook these 
delinguencics for atime. The experiment proved 
that we had adopted erroncous views, and that the 
institution could be preserved in no other way but 
But L think that 
in no one inslance has the Grand Lodge proceeded to 


by a strict adherence to our rules. 


the extremity of revoking a charter, without having 
previously directed the Grand Secretary to give such 
delinquent Lodge notice, that unless at the next suc- 
ceeding annual communication they should show the 
Grand Lodge satisfactory reason for their delinquen- 
J think, there- 
fore, that the complaints of our brethren of King 


cy, their charter would be revoked. 


Solomon’s Lodge are groundless, inasmuch as they 
could, by the very simple process of answering to the 
requsitions of the Grand Lodge, have averted it— 


And besides, by a regulation of the Grand Lodge, 
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the Grand Master is authorized to grant dispensations 
to Lodges whose charters have been surrendered, upon 
the application of the brethren allowing them to re- 
sume their labors, until the succeeding sessioa of the 
Grand Lodge, when their charters can be restored, in 
all cases where it shall appear that no palpable wrong 
has been committed. While on this subject, I beg 
leave to suggest, whether it would not be expedient 
and proper that some measures should be adopted that 
will operate with more efficiency to place in the ar- 
chieves of the Grand Lodge the charters and other 
effects of all such subordinate Lodges as have volun- 
tarily relinquished them, or have been revoked by 
the Grand Lodge. 

J am happy to state, that the vote of the Grand L., 
passed at our last communication, restoring the char- 
ter and right of Somerset Lodge; No. 34, Norwich, 
has been carried into effect; and that by request of 
the Lodge, | deputed our brethren, the K. W. Senior 
Grand Warden, and the R. W. Grand Secretary, 
who visited them on the last: anniversary of the fes- 
tival of St. John the Baptist, and installed their ofli- 
cers; and Iam pleased to learn that that ancient 
Lodge is at this time in a remarkable healthy and 
flourishing condition, and are once more, as they 
formerly were, efficient co-workers with us in the 
good cause. 

A resolution was passed at our fast annual commu- 
nication, directing the Grand Secretary to summon 
the last officers of Federal Lodge, No. 17, and Au- 
rora Lodge, No. 35, to appear before the Grand 
Lodge, at the session upon which we have now en- 
tered, ‘‘ and show cause why they should not be ex- 
pelled from all the rights and privileges of Freema- 
sonry.”” Lam informed by the Grand Secretary, 
that he has acted upon those instructions, and that 
the brethren have been notified as directed by the 
resolution. ‘Those of our brethren who have assem- 
bled with us the two last years, need not be informed 
that this resolution was passed for the reason that the 
persons contemplated by it had been, or were sup- 
posed to have been, guilty of a gross infraction of 
the by-laws of the Grand Lodge, by passing a vote 
to dissolve their respective Lodges, and instead of de- 
positing their funds in the treasury of the Grand 
Lodge, have divided these funds among themselves, 
and applied them to their own purposes. Whether 
those brethren have thought proper to pay any de- 
ference to the summons of the Grand Lodge, and will 
be present with us, lam unable to say. If they are, 
I indulge the hope, that for the honor of masonry, 
and for their own reputation among their brethren, 
they are prepared to exonerate themselves from these 
charges. If they are not, [can see no good reason 
why the Grand Lodge should not proceed at once to 
expel them, as unworthy to retain the name of Free- 
mason. 

I have thus endeavored, brethren, very briefly to 
present for your consideration such subjects as ap- 
peared to me to be of paramount inportance.— 
Doubtless the report of your committee on Foreign 
Correspondence will suggest other topics, more par- 
ticularly deserving your attention. 





Whatever they ; 
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may be, I trust that in all our discussions and de- 
liberations, we shall not be unmindful that ‘‘ Charity” 
is the uppermost step in our emblematic ladder, and 
that it is net only nece ssary for our peace and hap- 
piness here, but that it “‘ extends beyond the grave, 
through the boundless realins of eternity.” And may 
we find, at the close of this session, that our meeting 
on this occasion has had the effect to strengthen 
those sacred bonds by which we have been so long 
united. ; 
In conclusion, brethren, suffer me once more to $ 
tender to you my most grateful acknowledgements for 


) 
3 
é 


the uniform kindness you have extended towards me, 
during the three years your indulgence has permitted ; 
me to occupy this chair, and the assurance that in my 
future life, the hours I have spent with you will be 
numbered among mv most pleasing recollections.— ; 
And as I now propose to retire from the position I 


have occupied with so much satisfaction to myself, ; 
allow me to say, that although I cannot but feel a 

consciousness that my duties have been but very im- ° 
perfectly performed, yet that [ ought not to reproach ‘ 
myself with having ‘* knowingly or wittingly’’ devi- 

ated from that course which appeared to me_ best 

calculated to advance the interest of Freemasonry. 

In selecting a brother to preside over your future de- 

liberations, | doubt not, brethren, you will be guided 

by that wisdom which will result in the best good of 

And may that 
controls our destinies, direct our steps, that we > 
may at last all be assembled in ‘the Grand Lodge 

above, where the Supreme Architect of the Universe 

HENRY PECK. G. Master. 


this ancient institution. Being who 


preside a" 


After the transaction of other business, the commit- 
tee on Foreign Correspondence, submitted their report, 
which embraces much interest, and which we shall 
give in our next No. cannot 
forbear making an extract from the report, which has 


In the mean time we 


a bearing on our own G. L., and which we conceive 
it to be our duty to call the attention of our brethren, 
in this state. ‘The committee say, 

“The correspondence contains many hundred 
pages, and is generally in good taste, and breath- 
ing the spirit of and brotherly love; 
though the dictatorial manner in which the Grand 
Lodge of New York has seen fit to speak of the 
institutions, has met 


concord 


doings of some of her sister 
with severe rebuke in more than one = instance.— 
It is to be regretted that in the correspondence of one 
Grand Lodre with offensive language 
should be used, or remarks made in such a manner 


as to engender strife among those whose only conten- 


another, 


tion should be,*‘* who can best work and best agree ;” 
and the fear that something may be said which might 
give occasion for recrimination, or unkind remarks, 
will be a sufficient excuse for brevity on this subject 
in this report.” 

We are pained to see the above remarks emena- 
ting from so highly respectable a source; and our < 
regret is enhanced, from the fact, that the rebuke, 
strong as it is, is justly merited. For the two or 
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three past years, we have felt constrained to condemn, ; 
(and we are far from being alone) the captious spirit 
» which has characterised, some portions of the report ; 

of our committee on Foreign Correspondence. Sev- : 
: eral Grand Lodges, through their committees, have 3 
¢ seen fit to animadvert upon it as a spirit of intolerance, 
* and with much truth on their side. In charity to 
the late chairman of Foreign correspondence, we are 
led to believe, that it arises more from peculiarity of 
manner, than from any disposition to give offence: 
but itis wrong, and we have no doubt but that 
the newly appointed chairman, will remove this 
stumbling block, and just cause of offence. The 
whole G. L.is made thus to suffer, for the act of one 
‘ individual, which is hastily passed upon, without due + 
reflect.on. We sincerely hope that in future no G. 
L. will have a just cause to complain of a want of 
due courtsey from us. 

The following officers of the G. L .were elected 
for the ensuing year. 

M. W. Horace Goodwin, 2d G. Master. 

R. W. Avery C. Babcock, Deputy G. Master. 

R. W. Benoni A. Shepherd, Sen G. Warden. 

R. W. William E. Sanford, Jun G. Warden. 

R. W. Benjamin Beecher, G. Treasurer. 
- Eliphalet G. Storer, G. Secretary. 
. Elisha Douglass, Sen G. Deacon. 

William Moody, Jun G. Deacon. 
. John Moore, Grand Chaplain. 
Br. George Shumway, G. Marshal. 
James Stevens, G. Sentinel. 
George Giddings, 
Cyrus Goodell, 
Klizur Skinner, G. Tyler. 


AANANLAAS™ 


AAA 


AAAARARPPPA PPP 


VTLS TEBESSE 


mara 


RAR RA RANA RA SRA RR ERRATA 
rrr 


Susu 


~ 


RAR RANE 


G. Stewards. 


We copy the following sensible remarks from the 
Cincinnatti Masonic Review. It will be perceived 
that the evils which we have complained of, on 
‘ another page, is not confined to our own state. 


GRAND LODGE CERTIFICATES. 


RA RA REARS 





Bro. Moore.—I have a high regard for the an- 
cient landmarks of Masonry, and | think it a duty © 
obligatory upon every one who has passed the solemn 
ordeal of the Order to guard these landmarks with a 
jealous care. We should not only not violate those 
ancient laws, but we should not even approach a 
Violation of them. It has been the boast of Masonry 
that her members carried their credentials where 
“thieves could not break through and steal”? them ;— 
that they had a draft upon the charities and obliga- . 
tions of their brethren that could be, and would be ° 
read and recognized and honored wherever a Mason 
should be found upon the broad earth. This is as 
old as Masonry itself—it isa part of Masonry, and 
a vital part. 

I fear, however, that in the matter of Grand Lodge 
Certificates, we in Ohio, as well as some others, have 
made one step towards a departure from this vene- | 
rable and time-honored regulation. 

1 am aware that the plan of G. L. Certificates was 
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position. "Wet are ‘liable to be imposed on, not by 
men who are not Masons, but by men who are Ma- 
sons, but not in good standing—by Masons who, be- 
cause of unmasonic conduct, have forfeited all claim 
upon our fraternal charities. But are we not quite as 
liable to be imposed upon, now as we were before 
this new invention was thought of? Besides, is it 
not dealing unjustly towards a worthy and ‘‘accepted 
Mason?”? Suppose a Brother in good standing i 

Ohio—say a Master of a Lodge, is suddenly called 
away on business to New Orleans or Boston. He 
has not time to send off to the Grand Secretary to 
procure a certificate of his standing. When he rea- 
ches his destination, say 1400 or 2000 miles from 
home, by some unforseen occurrence he is placed in 
a situation in which the aid or advice of his Masonic 
brethren may be very important to him. He makes 
application in due form. But it matters not how 
worthy and deserving he may be; his unwritten 


. credentials may be of the brightest jewelry; but—he 


has not a Grand Lodge certificate, and therefore can- 
not even be recognized. Supposes he does not need 
assistance, but wishes to visit a Lodge;—he cannot 
even gain access there, where all good Masons have 
an indefeasable right to go, because he does not bear 
with him a written pass from the Grand Secretary? 
Is this Masonry? or rather is not—something else? 
But hs rights are not only invaded in such a case, 
the obligations of others towards him are suspended 
—violated. 

But some may say, the whole difficulty may be 


' avoided by his procuring a certificate in time, and 


hold it in readiness for such an emergency. Sup- 
pose he has obtained st, and on his way to his desti- 
nation, loses it. What then? Hzs misfortune, that 
which Masonry is especially designed to remedy, de- 
prives him of all the advantages and privileges of 
his hard earned Masonic character! 

But this is not all. The fraternity are quite as 
likely to be imposed on now as before. I know a 
case in point in this state. A stranger presented 
himself at the Lodge-room as a visitor. A commit- 
tee was sent to examine his claims to admission—he 
could not even begin to satisfy them that he was a 
Mason! Lesides, he had every appearance of be- 
ing intoxicated! He was refused admission. Soon 
after he was taken sick and applied to the Lodges 
for assistance. They refused, because there was no 
evidence that he was a Mason. He subsequently 
presented a certificate from the Grand Secretary of 
the Grand Lodge of New York, setting forth that 
some twenty years ago” he was a member of sume 
Lodge in that state which had ceased to exist. Upon 
this he obtained assistance from the Lodge! Now 
here was a man who presented zo claim to our 
charities save the above named certificate. He did 
not speak the /anguage of the Order; he had not 
the mystic key that opens the way to the Lodge- 
room ; he was evidently intoxicated, and yet his 





* here mus’ be some mista‘e in this part of the statement: our 
late Grand Secretary, Bro. Herring, would give no man an avail- 


- able authority to claim charity on a membership which had exis- 


ted 20 years ago.—Ed. Reg. 
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written certificate was sufficient to gain his object! 
If this is to be the practical result of G. L. certificates, 
the sooner they are dispensed with the better. 

I will close my remarks by a short quotation from 
the expressed opinions of the Grand Lodge of Indi- 
ana: 

** We subjoin an extract fromm the report of the 
committee on Foreign Communications, in reference 
to “* Grand Lodge certificates.’’ 
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** In the opinion of the Grand Lodge of Maryland, 
expressed through its Committee, your Committee 
concur, viz: that ‘‘ A Grand Lodge Diptoma should 
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himself a Mason, he is not an expelled or a clande- 
stine made Mason, but in good standing;’’ in other 
words, that he was “ initiated in a reguler Lodge.’’ 
Thus viewed, Grand Lodge Certificates are matters 
of indifference; evidence collateral «nly, which may 
be regarded or waived at the pleasure of any Mason 
or body of masons, to whom they may be preferred. 
It is hoped that the day is far—very far—distant, 
when they shall generally be rested on the high 
ground of requisition; and the eye, the ear and 
the touch, the eminently Masonic senses, be, in 
consequence interdicted a recognition of those pecu- 
liar means by which the Institution has provided that 
admission should be gained, “into all regular and 
well governed Lodges’? of Masons; when, in short 
the language of Masonry shall fail to make itself 
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not of the Institution but an excrescence upon it, 


it may claim, and become the sure passport to the 
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Accepted Masons.” How shall I know you to be a 
Mason, is a question which the language of Masonry 


make.”’ 


**And what is the end proposed to be gained by 
the innovation? 


far less dreaded than that of perjury, so will he who 
would commit the latter, not long hesitate to add the 
former to this measure of guilt, if his end may thus be 
gained. Let our ‘due examination” be consider- 
ed, and it will be seen that great crime is the first 
in the series of ascending barriers, at the portals of 
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ings are not ordered in uprightness. Uf one should 
have the hardihood to try the difficult ascent, when he 
should reach the newly proposed topmost bar, it 
would be found but as the thread of a gossamer in 


A. A 


“eer 


heard, and a script of parchment, of modern device, » 
he shall be required to gam for it the notice which ° 


hospitalities and charities of ‘‘ Ancient Free and ° 


g 
Q 
¢ 


PO 


only be regarded as evidence, that the individual may » 
be examined, under the certainty that if he proves ; 


his way. So little efficacious practically, would G. 
Lodge Certificates be found.” 
A. PAST MASTER. 
GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF STATE OF N. Y. 
The Grand Encampment of this state, held its an- 


bed 


nual meeting, on the sixth of Jume last, at How- / 
ard House, in the city of New York. ; 
The business transacted during its session, was ’ 
chiefly of a local nature. 
The following officers were elected for the ensuing ; 
year :— 


Sir Robert R. Boyd, of New York, M. E. Grand ; 


Master. 


Sir John M. Garfield, of Albany, Deputy Grand ‘ 


Master. 


Sir Richard Carrique, of Hudson Grand Gene- ‘ 


ralissimo. 


Sir James Hegeman, of Troy, Grand Captain * 


General. 

Sir William Dinneford, of New-York; Grand 
Prelate. 

Sir George L. Thatcher, of Brooklyn, Grand Sen. 


» Warden. 
Sir L.G. Hoffman, of Albany, Grand Jr. War- 
den. ) 
Sir Joel G. Candee; of New-York, Grand Recor- > 
der. 
Sir Jonathan Jarvis, of New-York, Grand Treas- ’ 
> urer. 
Sir Benjamin Marshall; of Troy, Grand Standard 
» Bearer. 


Sir Lawrence Powers, of Brooklyn, Grand Sword 
Bearer. 
Sir Asher Torrence, of Lockport, Grand War- 


> der. 
Sir William Boardman of New-York, Grand Sen- * 


answered, in a given case, according to the terms of ° 
the Institution, additional evidence may not be re- > 
quired, but at the hazard of ‘‘ innovation,’’ such as ; 
** is not in the power of any man or body of men to > 


Whi, to render us infallibly sure, a ¢ 
degree beyond the assurance of other means, against > 
imposture; to render perfect the guard over our con- $ 
fidence, our charities and our rites against the sece- ‘ 
ding, the renouncing, the clandestine, the suspended, $ 
or the expelled Mason! Now, as forgery is a crime, { 


our Institution, whose height well nigh reaches the ; 
clouded canopy above; impenetrable for their intri- ‘ 
acy, and that may not be scaled by him whose goc- > 


tinel. 


From the London \ asonic Quarterly Review. 


FOREIGN—ENGLAND. 
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The iniations during - 


the last two or three years have far exceeded any ; 
former period, while the addition that has been made ; 
to the Masonic ranks has been such as to give in- ’ 


creased stability to the Lodges, and additional weight 
and influence to Masonic principles. ‘The election 


of Bro. W. Thompson to the chair is as creditable as / 


it was unanimous. His father labored for upwards 
of thirty years to place Freemasonry in that pre-emi- 
nence which it was his lot to witness before departing 
to ‘* that bourne whence no traveller returns.”’ 
WotveERHAMPON, Dec.—The feast of St. John 
the Evangelist this year was celebrated with more 
than ordinary eclat. The suffrages of the Brethren 
had been given in favor of Bro. G. A. Vernon, a 
Mason of superior degree; and his induction to the 


> Chair of the Lodge was attend@l with peculiar cir- 


cumstances of felicitation. ‘The male branches of 
his family are all Freemasons of old standing, and it 
imparted indescribable feeling to the event of the day 


a patron 
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* by its being graced and indeed solemnised by the 
: presence of his venerable father, General Vernon, 
‘ who has not been in Lodge for many years, accom- 
' panied by his two other sons, the eldest, and his 
‘ youngest brother, Captain Vernon, of Her Majesty’s 
* 68th foot. Brother Vernon, the now W. M. of St. 
\ Peter’s Lodge, is himself a captain of the Coldstream 
’ Guards. A brighter epoch in the prosperity of this 
Lodge could not have dawned upon its career. Dr. 
Slade had inspired into its decaying frame fresh life 
and vigour, and there is now every reasonable ex- 


~~ 


pectation that St. Peter’s Lodge, 607, under the rule ; 
; Virtue, charity, and an interchange of those friendly 
° greetings, peculiar to this ancient institution, the 


of Bro. G. A. Vernon will entitle itself to the motto 
. of his regimental standard, mulli secundus in the 
province. 





: 
: 
> 
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To signalise the occasion, the W. Bro. ° 


H. C. Vernon, Past P. G. S. W., who has been many < 


. years a member of St. Peter’s Lodge presented a set 5 


of new collars for the several officers, and clothing 
; forthe Tyler. 
was conducted by Bro. Lloyd, P. G. Treasurer. 


‘ 
) 


The solemn ceremony of Installation ° 
< conjectured that entrance was effected by means of 


Norwicu.—Union Lodge, 60. Already the ad- : 


, vantage of a governing power is evident. Since 


‘ ment, as no indicaijon of exterior force was appa- 


‘ Lord Suffield has assumed office, many gentleman . 


have been initiated, and others have rejoined the ban- 
ner. ‘This Lodge in particular has rallied, and com- 
menced the work of charity. At its last meeting the 
sums of 51, ds. 27. 2s. and 12. 1s. were respectively 
voted to the Annuity Fund, the Asylum, and Girls’ 
‘ School 
* STANSFIELD 


uDERBANK. Prince George L, 


.¢ 
< 


> 


> erty taken away, as only valuable articles were se- 
° lected, things of minor censideration being left behind. 
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, 886.—This Lodge, which may be properly termed ‘ 


, a Lodge ef Operatives, held a festival and gave token } 


‘ of their zeal and industry: they meet weekly, and 
work well. 
BiRKENHEAD.~-The Brethren of the Mersey Ledge 
701, held their annual festival of St. John’s Day, in 
* the Lodge-room, Market Inn, Birkenhead. 
business of the Lodge had been transacted in the spirit 
‘ of true Bretherhood, the W. M., J. Bach, installed 
P. M. J. Kent, to the office of W. M., after which 
the day was spent in the greatest harmony. 
SWANSEA.—The members of the Indefatigable and 
Beaufort Lodge, 288, celebrated the festival of 
St. John the Evangelist, by dining together in their 
; Lodge-room at the Castle Hotel, Swansea. The 
: cloth being removed, Capt FE. Morgan was called to 
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‘ Vice-chair. 


$ 


- night of Wednesday the 17th of December, but no 
’ notice was taken of it then, from the frequency of 


After the | 


2 


the Chair, and Bro. Padley, junior, occupied the ; 
The usual loyal and Masonic toasts were § 


‘ given, and the hilarity which generally prevails at ; 


these meetings was kept up with great spirit. 


* a banquet at the Royal Pier Hotel. 


DupLey,—The Brethren ef the Lodge of Free- | 


‘ masons, held at the house of Mr. Patterson, Swan 
Inn, held their annual ball, which was attended by 


; a large number of the ‘‘ Brethren of the mystic Craft.”? » 
' The room was tastefully decorated, and ornamented ; 


‘ . . . 
; with Masonic signs and other emblems. 


Messrs. ° 


} Hayward and Tilley’s quadrille band was engaged, ; 


woe 


and contributed, greatly to 
the evening. The Brethren of the Craft were 
dressed in the distinguising badges of their respective 
orders, which gave the scene a novel and pleasing 
appearance. 


“—— 
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SHERBORNE.—The Lodge of Benevolence, No 
459, celebrated the festival of St. John the Evangelist: 
After a meeting at the Lodge Room, and the tran- 
saction of the business of the day, the Brethren prot 
ceeded to the Antelope Inn, where a most excellen- 
dinner was provided by Brother Hippesley. The D. 
P. G. M., Brother Percy, presided, supported by the 
W. M. or the Lodge of Science, Bourton the P. G. 
Chaplain, Visitors from the Royal Clarence Lodge, 
Bruton, and a strong muster of the Brethren. The 
usual loyal and Masonic toasts were given with due 
honor; and after the exercise of that most excellent 


Brethren separated delighted with the pleasure of the 
day. 

WeyMoutu.—-We regret to state that a burglary § 
and robbery have been committed at the Masonic 
Lodge in this town within the last fortnight. It is 


a pickleck key, or some other mechanical instru- 
rent. Whoever the parties concerned were, it is 


evident, from the peculiar manner of their proceedings, 
they must have been well acquainted with the prem- 


ere rrr 


The cases in which the valuables were kept locked 
up, have been broken open, and the whole ef the 
jewelry and plate abstracted and carried off. 

It is said a light was observed in the Lodge on the 


Masonic meetings held therein; but as there was no 
Masonic meeting held on that night, it was supposed 
the robbery must have then been perpetrated. Hith 
erto there has not been any clue apparent, leading to 
suspicion of the burglars. 

Rype, Ise or Wicut. East Medina Lodge, 
No. 204. The Lodge met in full force at their Lodge 
room for the purpose of installing as W. M. for the 
ensuing year Bro. the Rev. Wm. Moore, one of the 
oldest and most respected members of the Lodge, and 
also to celebrate the festival. Many visitors from 
the Newport and Cowes Lodges were present. The 
ceremony of installation was performed by Bro. J. 
Hearn, the retiring Master, and D. P. G. M. of the 
Island, and at its conclusion the Brethren partook of 
The sacred 
character of Brother Moore’s profession and his sta- 
tion in society in Ryde, are likely to be of great ser- 
vice to this already flourishing and increasing Lodge. 

Newport, Dec. 29.—Albany Lodge, 176.— 
The elegantly furnished Lodge-room was filled almost 
to an overflow, by the unusual number of Brethren 
asssembled to celebrate the festival and to do honor 
to the W. M. elect, Bro. John Simeon, of Calbourne, 
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> the heir apparent of the e@ates of the Barrington fam- 
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ily in this island, and whose connection with this L. 
has alieady been so conducive to its prosperity.— 


The R. W. D. P. G. M., Bro. J. H. Hearn, presided 
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in the Lodge on this occasion, and installed Brother 


Simeon into the Chair, and which the Brethren feel ° 


convinced will be filled by him with credit to himself 
and advantage to the Craft. 
being over, the Brethren adjourned to the Star Hotel, 
to partake of a banquet, and spent the evening in 
harmony and social enjoyment. 


Rye.—tThe Brethren in this town held theiranniver- ; 


sary at the Union Inn, where an excellent dinner 
was provided for them and their friends. Thomas Gyb- 
bon Monypenny, Esq., of Hole House, Rolvenden, 


presided, and the day was spent in harmonious ¢on- | 


vivality. 
SCOTLAND. 





EpinsurGu.—Canongate Kilwinning Lodge. 
—The M. W. the Grand Master Mason ot Scotland 
visited, accompanied by a cortege of office-bearers, 
and was received by the M. W. Bro. A. D. Camp- 
bell, and a numerous assemblage of the members.— 


> Several deputations from the sister Lodges, also at- 
$ tended, headed by their several Mastery. 
ceedings were marked by Masonic dignity, gentle- | 
> manly courtesy, and fraternal sociality, and the as- 


The pro- 


sembly separated with feelings of perfect harmony. 
Ever in the van, this the leading Lodge of bonnie 
Scotland, continues to increase in number and repu- 
Many new and worthy members have been 
recently added to its roll. 


‘ Militia Templi—A circular under the 20th of | 
: January, intimates that a reprint of the Statutes, with 


all recent alteration and additions, is in the press, 
and will appear early. A second circular, under 
date the 17th of February, announces that a CHap- 
TER-GENERAL will be held on the 11th of March, 
and contains a list of the Grand Officers to be proposed 
for election, commencing with the Lorp GLEen- 
LYON as Grand Master. Directions are therein given 


as to preliminary proceedings, and announces that a ° 


banquet will take place after the installation, and 
that “‘ the uniform of the Order, lately superceded, 


is admissible, but no feathers in the cap are now | 


allowed.” Instructions are also given as to costume, 
regulation-swords, &c. 
order of procession, and the ordo negolii is de- 
tailed. 


took place in the Music Hall, which was decorated 
with the banners of the Knights, and stalls were ar- 
ranged on each side for their reception. The Grand 
Master’s throne was placed at the north side of the 
altar, under a canopy richly decorated with velvet 
hangings. 

At eight o’clock the procession entered the hall. 
The Regent of the Order, William Burn Callandar, 


the throne.» The Regent addressed the Chapter-Gen- 
eral, and after passing a high eulogium on the vir- 
tues and services of the late Grand Master, Admiral 
Sir David Milne, of Milnegraden, G. C. B., in- 








The labours of the day | 


A general outline of the . 


The Order of the Temple—March. 11.—The . 
‘ interesting ceremonial of installing the Grand Master 
« and Grand Offices of this religious and military Order 


} formed the Knights that the Right Honorable Baron 


to fill the vacant throne of the Order. 
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Glenlyon, of Glenlyon, had been unanimously elected ° 


Lord Glenlyon was then conducted into the hall 


, by the Grand Officers, and alter taking the usual oaths, . 


» was solemnly crowned by the officiating prelate. 

It is somewhat remarkable that one hundred years 
have just elapsed since William, Marquis of Tulli- 
bardine, ancestor of the present Grand Master, de- 
mitted his authority to Prince Charles Edward, who 

’ was unanimously elected Grand Master, and solemnly 
installed as such in a Chapter-General of the Order, 
held in the Palace of Holyrood, on the the 24th of 
September, 1745. 


GreEnock—St. John’s Lodge.—After partaking - 
of a sumptuous dinner in the Buck Head Hall, the | 
Brethren met in the Assembly rooms which was fitted ° 


up and decorated in the most tastefulway. From an 
» early hour in the evening, the Assembly-rcoms were 


honored with a large attendance of the fair sex, who { 
were entertained by a well-filled orchestra, consist- ° 


ing of a choir of fourteen vocal and seven instrumen- 


sic, who delighted them with their beautiful execu- 
tion of a variety of anthems, &c. 
visitors having joined the choir in singing a sacred an- 
- them, the R. W. Master expressed his deep regret 


tal musicians, led by Brother Inglis, teacher of mu- 


The Brethren and ;} 


that the Rules of the Craft did not, as yet, permit them 


to enjoy the company of the ladies any longer — 
The strangers then took their departure, much pleased 
with the attention paid to their amusement. 


The Lodge being then constituted, the Bre- : 


thren continued to enjoy 
Masonic order and harmony till ‘* high twelve.” 

As one proof of the 
ciples on which the Lodge is founded and carried on, 


themselves in true ; 


truly benevolent prin- > 


we may mention that the income of the Lodge 
amounts to about 1507, per annum, the whole of } 


which is expended in releaving the wants of the poor, 
> and in supporting the widows of deceased members. 


‘ This will be considered a good trait even by those » 


: sonry. 
IRELAND. 





who have doubts about the principles of Freema- > 


Lyra Masonica.—The Brethren of the ‘ mystic » 
» tie,” willbe gratified to Jearn that the Grand Urga- ° 
° nist, Doctor Smith has, under the patronage of the G. ° 


Lodge of Ireland, completed the arrangement of a > 
collection of Masonic Melodies, which combine the ° 
‘ solemn as well as the social, culled from the most ' 


ancient records of the Art, as well as 


several ‘ 


original compositions, which have already received ° 
the hearty approbation of all who have been fortu- > 


nate enough to hear them. 
perfectly Masonic, so as to suit the Craft in every 


; country and clime where the “‘light”’ of this ancient > 
of Westertown, took his seat in a stall at the right of ; 


and honorable Order has diffused itself. 


The collection will be ° 


> 
2 
2 


? 


Limerick, Dec. 27.—The Masonic Lodges met ; 


: as usual. The P.G. Lodge, at high noon, pro- 
° claiméd and inducted the Officers for the ensuing 
3 half year at the Eden Lodge, No. 73. Bro. Doctor 
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‘ afterwards celebrated in the social and 


‘ ting the Triune Lodge, 
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Dempster, of No. 208, succeeds the Hon. F. Saville, 
as Deputy Grand Master. The Provincial Grand 
Master having initiated Bro. Moore, as Worship‘ul 
Master of the Eden Lodge, he then proceeded to the 
Union Lodge, No. 13, and performed the ceremo- 
Southwell Brown, Worshipful 
Master; Brother James Sexton, Senior Warden, 
and Bro. Geo. Furnell, Junior Warden. The Lodge 
fraternal 
spirit of the Order, and deputations of love and con- 
fidence were interchanged during the evening between 
the Lodges, according to the ancient usage. 

Jan 20.—The R. W. Bro. Michael Furnell, Pro- 
vincial Grand Master of North Munster, commenced 
the Masonic labours of the New Year by consecra- 
No. 333. 


From the Masonic worth, intelligence, and expe- 


. rience of the members we anticipate that this tem- 
’ ple will prove an advantage to the district, and a 
, permanent ornamental pillar of the Irish Constitution, 


‘ under the immediate care of 


‘ of the purest lustre. 


the Provincial Grand 
Master, which ensures its becoming a constellation 
The code of By-Laws (with 


‘ which our Correspondent has favoured us,) is a bi- 


‘ took place at Bro. Craig’s Hotel. 
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jou worthy of the source from which it emanated. 
BALLINASLOE.—The third Union dinner of the 
Ballinasloe, Banagher, and Parsonstown Lodges, 


the Lodge much credit is due, for the anxiety and 
interest they evinced, to render this entertainment 
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> on last St. John’s day. 
refreshments, and to get a separate building or part ° 
** Masonic ; 


To the officers of « 


all that it could be desired—a meeting of pure Ma- | 
‘ sonic harmony and Fraternal Fellowship. 


LoNDONDERRY.—The light of the North, No. 


, 69, has dawned conspicuously, and most earnestly 
; de we hope its rays will shed a benign influence, 


not only on the Brethren who compose the Lodge, 
but that light and lustre will b.» diffused by Brother 
Alexader Grant, and the excellent cohort who ac- 
her rule. At the inaugural meeting of 
the Lodge, the Brethren by acclamation elected Drs. 


, Oliver and Crucifix as honorary members—a mark 


of respect and attachment which the Brethren will 


; duly appreciate. 


SANADA. 





MontrEAL.—St. George’s Lodge, No. 643, 


‘ Jan. 20.—At a numerous meeting of the Lodge 
‘ ld this evening, it was 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY,—‘‘That Bros. the Rev. 
Dr. Oliver, vicar of Scopwick, and Dr. Crucefix, of 
the Grove, Gravesend, England, be Honorary mem- 
bers of St. George’s Lodge, and that the Worship- 
ful Master do request their acceptance of this mark 
of respect due to them for their great and disinteres- 
ted services in the cause of Freemasonry.’’* 


As regards our condition in Lower Canada we 


_ have three Lodges in this city, viz. St. Paul’s, 514; 
, St. Georg’s, 
¢ mer are old 
* to eighty 


643, and Zetland, 731. The two for- 
established, and are each from seventy 
working members, and are gradually in- 
coeasing in number, there are not two finer Lodges 


* This vote has be en notified to Dr. Oliver and Crucifix, and has 
been acknowledged by them. 
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and gathered together in Holland a 
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on the whole of this continent. The Zetland is yet 
but very young. St. Paul’s meets on the second 
Tuesday, St. George’s on the third Tuesday, and the 
Zetland on the second Thursday in each month. 

We have also three country Lodges, viz. St. An- 
drew’s, 516, E. R., in very good condition, with 
thirty members. The Dorchester (St. John’s) and the 
Provost, Lodges, Dunham, both working at present 
under dispensation, but very anxious that the Grand 
Secretary’s office would bestzr itself, and send their 
We have also a Mark Lodge and a Royal 
Arch Chapter attached to St. George’s Lodge, with 
thirty members and rising, although party feeling 
has been injurious to it. The Lodges are in harmo- 
ny and good feeling, and exchanged deputations 
We are striving to put aside 
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of one, unconnected with a tavern, as a 
Hall,’’ which will add to our respectability. 


We are on the point of taking preliminary steps for | 


the re-organization of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
for this province for this district, which when once 
re-established, 
Craft here. 

In Quebec there are also several Lodges in tole- 
rable working order, 
attached to the 89th Regiment. 

In Upper Canada the Order is progressing right 
‘merrilie.”? ‘Toronto has a numerous and excellent 
Lodge, and Kingston, Belleville, Hamilton, London, 
and Goderich have each thriving Lodges, and the 
Provincial Grand Lodge is in full actively. 


THE FREEM ASONS? LE XICON. 


From the London Freemason’s Quarterly Review. 


Gesundheiten. Healths or Toasts.—As toasts 
are used at family and other festive meetings, so are 
they also at Masonic festivals. The first is always 
the head of the government of the country, then the 
welfare of the Chiefs of the Order, as also the healths 
of the visiting Brethren, should there be any. The 
last toast is generally replied to by one of the visi- 
tors. The Brother whose duty it is, as a visitor, to 
return thanks, must be extremely careful not to say too 
much, or he is easily led away into an extempora- 
neous lecture to which it is not so easy to find a be- 
coming end; the opposite fault of repeating a few 
set phrases, like a parrot, ought to be equally as care- 
fully guarded against. 


will prove of material benefit to the ; 


and a very good military one 5 
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If both old and young mem- ‘ 


bers are at the same table, the young never attempt ‘ 


to press before the old. And before the close, the 
toast, which is so dear to every good Mason, should 
never be omitted; viz. ‘our sick and afflicted Bre- 
thren,’? neither ought the serving Brethren ever to 
be forgot. 

Gichtel, Gichtelianer oder Engelsbriider.— 
Gichtelians, or Angels’? Brethren——John George 
Gichtel was born on the 14th of March, 1638, at 
Regensberg, was an advocate, then sunk into a 
religious fanatic, probably through his adhering to 
Jacob Bochm, whose writings he published in 1682, 
small sect. He 


PPP PL PPL PL LLLP 


ANA 


~——o—wr—n—r 


nn 


mare zg 





























































NENA 8 6 44.4-44.5445444444" 


SAAS 


RASA 


RA AAAA ANS 


~NAAAAAAS 


Are 


ee 


142 


was prosecuted, pilloried, and died at Amsterdam in 
1710; but his disciples are not dead, and are know? 
by the name of Gichtelians, or Angels’ Brethren 
His wisdom is contained in the work, Theolosophia 
Practica, holding fast and striving or combating for 
the Holy Faith to the Era, &c &c., in seven parts, 
of which a new edition was published at Berlin in 
1768. 

Glaube, Liebe, Hoffen. Faith, Love, Hope. 
Every Freemason must strive to be perfect in these 
three points. Without that rational faith that speaks 
to the heart, no man can be a true Freemason; with- 
out all-minding love he cannot fill the position in 
which he is placed in the world with satisfaction to 
himself; and without hope he cannot calmly look 
death in the face. 

Gleichett. Equality—tIn no society is this 
more practised than in the order of Freemasons, for 
we are all brethren, and it is said that amongst bre- 
thren there must be the most perfect equality. Eut 
this word may be misunderstood: we are not all 
equal in the Lodge, inasmuch as some are appointed 
to rule and govern, so itis the duty of others cheerful- 
ly and promptly to obey, and all are equally eligible 
to be elected to those offices, having first duly per- 
formed our duties as private members, and thus 
enabled ourselves to fill them with credit to ourselves 
and satisfaction to the Craft. We are not all equal 
by creation with respect to our mental faculties, and 
more especially we are not all equal in the labour 
which we have, or ought to have bestowed upon 
cultivating those mental faculties to the utmost pos- 
sible extent. But we ought all of us to be equally 
zealous in the discharge of our duties as men and 
masons, and should all prove ourselves to be perfect- 
ly equal in the zeal of our fraternal affection to each 
other. Being covered in the Lodge is an unimpor- 
tant or an insignificant equality, if it is not understood 
as symbolical of equal zeal and of eaual love.* To 
be equal to each other in Brotherly love, is 
the principal thing which ought to be understood in 
our equality. We dare not for one moment lose 
sight of the rank or station which each individual 
Brother fills in society, yet there may be at the same 
time a perfect equality amongst men of the most op- 
posite social ranks in the desire to promote every 
useful work; and this equality will produce the most 
beneficial effect upon the human heart. Any Mason 
who would dare to attempt, among the Brethren, to 
claim the precedence which his conventional position 
in society may give him, would disgrace the philos- 
ophy of the order, and by so doing lay sacriligious 
hand upon that sacred bond by which we are indis- 
solubly united to each other. For this reason, when- 
ever we are unfortunately compelled, by adverse cir- 
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cumstances, to appear as a stranger towards any of « 


the Brethren, and to make him feel the weight of any 
prophane or worldly precedence, it can only be Ma- 
sonically justified by the force of the circumstances 
themselves, and if prolonged for a moment beyond 
the limits which those circumstances require, it then ; 


~ 


*It is customary upon the continent to wear the hat during the» 
jabour of the Lodge, asasymbol of equality.—(‘l RanstatoR) 
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pretense into an unmasonic crime deserving the 
severest punishment. Masonic equality cannot be 
assumed and laid down at the caprice of individuals, 
or it becomes nothing more than a miserable mock- 
ery. ; 
Genostiker. Genostics.— There were false 
teachers in the first century of the Christian era, so 
called from the Greek word Gnosis (knowledge), 
because they boasted that they had a deep knowledge 
and insight into the nature of things. They took a 
God—an eternal and perfect being—as the first cause 
of all things, but they placed in opposition to him, 
according toa Dualistical principle most widely ex- 
tended amongst the orientals, an equally eternal but 
imperfect material. God hath, they further main- 
tained, created other more or less perfect beings 
(Aconen,) but which in the course of time, revolted 
from him, and by one of whom the Demiurg (creator 
of the world) the world and mankind were created. 
All the evils in this world took their origin from this 
Demiurg, as also the spiritual soul which is within 
us, through which we feel and live; near which soul 
there also dwells another soul, originating from the 
light of God. So long as man follows his sensual 
desires, he is under subjection to the Demiurg’s; vir- 
tue alone elevates him to God. In order to banish 
sin from the world, and deliver mankind from the De- ‘ 
miurg, and to lead him back to the worship of the 
Most High and only true God, an Aeon, (Christ) took 
a human body. But this body was not a true body, 
therefore they could not say that Christ had really 
suffered all the pains which his biographers relate 
(from whence they derived the sectarian name of 
Doketen.) They acknowledged the divine inspira- 
tion of the Old Testament, but they allowed them- 
selves to make considerable alterations in the New 
Kerinth, an Egyptian Jew of the first 
which was ex- 


KAA 


nn 


nnn 


Testament. 
century, was the author of this error, 
tended in the second century after the birth of Christ 
by Cerdo and Marcian, and which continued until 
the end of the third century, when it was superseded 
by an error quite as Dualistical as itself, called Man- 
ichaeismus, and over those disturbances first changed 
that which was originally a mere business, into that } 
which we now cali Freemasonry. ‘The worthy bre- } 
thren who were not operative Masons united them- > 
selves more closely to each other, retaining, it is true, { 
the ancient customs of the Builders’ Huts, but sepa- > 
rating more and more from the common and _ less ; 
educated workmen. After the beheading of Charles « 
]., they adopted the party of the persecuted Stewart. 
The Lodges in Scotland in particular were much at- 

tached to the exiled King James II. and the English ; 
Lodges for the accession of Prince William of Orange. ; 
We must not make this into a subject of accusation ; 
against Freemasonry, for the princes of the land stood ; 
at the head of both parties as os On the res- 
toration of peace the number Lodges was not 
great, and they employed «seal He in such subjects 
as were calculated to promote the general welfare 
To be the more able to propagate their 
> principles, four Lodges in London united themselves 
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on the 24th June, 1717, and formed a Grand Lodge, 
with a Grand Master at their head, and took upon 
themselves the form of an order. The extension of 
Freemasonry was now extremely rapid in all coun- 
It came into Germany through France, al- 
though England had already erected some Lodges. 
In many states, both in and out of Europe, Freema- 
sonry has been much respected, and in many cthers 
willingly tolerated, and so it is still, and that without 
danger to either Church or State. To attempt to 
derive Freemasonry direct from the Egyptian and 
other ancient mysteries, from the Templars, or from 
the Crusaders, would be either a morbid craving for 
along pedigree, or an unsupported hypothesis. 
Goldgulden Goldthaler oder Johanisopfer. 
Gold Guilder, Gold Dollar, or St. John’s offer- 


rings.—Those offerings are a remnant of the Union 


’ of the strict Observance, which had derived them 


from the times of the ancient Order of Knighthood, 
and each Brother was bound to make one of those 
offerings to the Lodge on St. John’s day. They are 
generally valued at one dollar and sixteen groschen, 
about four shillings. In many Lodges this St. John’s 
gift is still customary. 

Grade oder Stuffen. Degrees Why are there 
degrees in Freeemasonry? The reason why this 
question is asked by the men of the world, is because 
they are men and not schoolboys who are initiated, 
and because the whole of the Order could not be com- 
municated to them at one time. But still there are 
degrees, or steps, and truly for this simple reason, 
as there is no art or science which can be communica- 
ted at one time, so neither can Freemasonry ; although 
they are men of mature age who are initiated, yet 
they require to be proved step by step. Freema- 
sonry is a science which reauires both time and ex- 
perience, and more time than many Masons, especially 
government officers or tradesmen, can devote to it; 


; the only time they in fact can appropriate to this 


‘ purpose being their hours of recreation. 
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, Germany they amount to 
* three and-thirty. 
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It is, there- 
fore good that it is communicated by degrees. Those 
degrees are communicated in the Lodge at the end 
of certain determined periods, or immediately after 
each other, according to the regulations of the Lodge, 
or the candidates power of comprehension. Those 
who are accepted commonly remain two years ap- 
prentice, and one year Fellow Craft. Wieland was 
initiated in his seventy-second year, and to have al- 
lowed such a man to wait three years before he re- 
ceived the Master’s degree would have been unjust. 
There are three St. John’s degrees, and in England 
no more are legalised, as is also the case in many 
German Lodges. But there are many so called higher 
degrees, which are wrought in some Lodges. In 
seven, and in France to 
Many other Lodges, instead of 
having higher degrees, have what they call degrees 


¢ of knowledge (Erkentnisstufen. ) 
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Von Grolman, Ludwig Adolph Christian.— 
Died Consistorial and Government Councillor at Gi- 
essen, the 25th of December, 1509. He wrought 
as W. M. of the St. John’s Lodge, at the Three Golden 
Lions, in Giessen, also published anonymously a 
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pamphlet in 1794, with the title, ‘‘ Final fate of the 


Order of Freemasonry.” 


Grosse Logen oder Mutter Logen. Grand 
Lodges or Mother Lodges.—By the former title 
we do not understand a Lodge which has a great 
number of subscribing members, or which has a large 
Lodge room, but the Direction or Government of a 
Union formed of many native and foreign Lodges, 
and as such Directories or Governments found or 
warrant new Lodges, so are they also called Mother 
Lodges. In the place where there is a Mother Lodge, 
there must also be several St. John’s Lodges, and a 
selection of their members form the Grand Lodge 
without their ceasing to be members of the St. John’s 
Lodges. It thus appeas that the labours of a Mother 
or Grand Lodge must be quite different from the 
labours of a St. John’s Lodge, which depends entirely 
upon the W. M. The labour of the Grand Lodge 
is according to the ritual of the first degree, and a 
Grand Lodge does not consist of a new or higher de- 
gree, but is an assembly of the W. M.’s, and other 
members of the St. John’s Lodge, elected for the 
purpose of consulting for the general welfare of the 
Order, and forming rules and laws for the regulation 
of all the St. John’s Lodges which depend upon it, 
and in settling all disputes and misunderstandings of 
the subordinate Lodges, or of individual Brethren 
who appeal to them, and also granting warrants to 
new Lodges where required. No one can be initiated 
into Freemasonry in a Grand Lodge; this must be 
done in a St. John’s Lodge. On those days in which 
the members of the Grand Lodge are solely employed 
with the management of the Order, members of pri- 
vate Lodges cannot claim admittance, or if admitted, 
are not allowed to vote. But when they celebrate a 
festival every one, even an apprentice, is allowed 
to be present. No. St. John’s Lodge can elect itself 
into a Grand Lodge, but several of the former must 
unite, and they can then constitute themselves a Grand 
Lodge. Neither can any St. John’s Lodge call it- 
self a Mother Lodge, for she has no daughter. <A 
Grand Lodge ceases to exist as a Grand Lodge when 
all its daughter-Lodges leave her, but it can still 
keep the predictate Mother Lodge, for she was a Mo- 
ther. 


Grossmeister und Grossbeamte. 
ter and Grand Officers —The Grand Lodges have 
their own officers, at whose head stands the Grand 
Master. ‘The other officers are the same as the offi- 
cers of a St. John’s Lodge, only the little word 
Grand is placed before their titles, as Grand Lec- 
turer, Grand Secretary, &c. In England the Grand 
Master is generally a person of the highest rank, and 
in other countries many ruling princes have filled 
this office. 


Gruss. Salute——As operative Masons and other 
mechanics havea so-called sign or pass-word, especially 
when upon tramp, so had we also formerly a proper 
form for saluting strange Brethren. At present the 
salutation ‘‘ from the worthy and Worshipful Brethren 
of the Holy Lodge of St. John,” &c. &c. is not re- 


' quired from a foreign Brother who is paying a visit, 
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; because ‘something ¢ more is denended from hin Gen ; prensa aie the rr aaa Stes ill Free- 3 
this ancient method of legitimation. masonry is represented; on one side a Mason in Ma- ; 
V. Gugomos, Freiherr —Markgrave of Baden- ; sonic clothing with a plumb-rule in his hand is lean- } 
burg, Privy Councillor, &c., appeared as a Free- | ing against a pillar; the inscription is, Labor Si- ’ 
mason in Upper Germany in 1775, and nothing . lentium Libertas; on the other side is a pyramyd, / 
more is known of him than that he gave himself out > the ruins of Dwelling-houses, and Masonic working ' 

’ for an ambassador from the unkown chief, and called | tools, with the inscription, Connubia Scientiarum 

¢ himself High Priest of the Holy Stool of Cyprus, . Honesta. In the same year a second medal was ° 

¢ Knight, Dux, &. He assembled a convent and » struck at Hamburg in answer to the accusation that ; 

; promised to raise spirits, transmute metals, discover » the Brethren assembled at night. The light of the ° 

; the hidden treasures of the Knights of the Temple, | Sun and Moon shining upon the earth, while the eye 

¢ and perform wonders of every description. His im- * of the Most High is fixed upon the labour of the Bre- ‘ 

; positions being discovered by the Freemasons, he * thren, upon this side the inscription, Facies Supre- ’ 

‘ was obliged to fly, and afterwards publicly recanted. | mi Eadem; the other side has the Masonic working 

y Hamburgh_—Grand Lodge of Hamburgh founded * tools. A third medal was struck on the formation of ; 
from London 6th of December, 1737. This Grand - the Lodge of St. George. One side contains a beau- ’ 

¢ Lodge was united with London until 1773, then ; tifully wrought stone over which a circle is suspen- ; 

‘ joined the Strict Observance, re-established itself with ded, with the inscription, Hine forma Viresque; ; 

¢ London, 5" of July 1786, and so far was opened ° the other side shows the arms of the Lodge in a flam- / 

; afresh 24" of August, 1756. But she was driven © ing star. A fourth medal was struck in 1776 in ; 

¢ from her union with London through the events of ’ commemmoration of the visit of Duke Ferdinand of ; 

¢ the war, and the closing of the continent to England, | Brunswick and Prince Charles of Hessia; the princi- ; 
¢ so that she was compelled to assume an independent ple side contains the initials of the two princes, with ‘ 

/ existence, which was acknowedged by the Grand © the inscription, vértus conjuncta; the other side con- ; 
Lodge in London in 1514. ‘To this Grand Lodge, tains the arms of the Lodge Carolina, at the Three ‘ 
belong in Hamburg. Stars, which was founded in that year, a crowned ; 

St. John’s Lodge, Absalom, founded 2nd October, © serpent wound in a circle, with the inscription, 
1740. Presentiea Sereniss. Princip. XVIII., May, ‘ 
™ es St. George, zur grunenden Fichte, .§ MDCCLXXVI. SarcrumHamb. A sixthmedal ° 

é founded 24th September, 1743. appeared in 1745, representing a bursted Pomegranite, 

; “ Emanuel zur Maienblume, founded © jn which are many kernels, above this are two cross | 

é dth July, 1744. swords, over which hangs a hat, with the inscription > 

é “s - Ferdinand zam Felsen, founded © ex summa; the other side has an eight pointed Star 

Sth of July, 1776. of the Order, in which is to be seen the Hebrew sign ° 

” - Ferdinand zum Felsen, founded © for Jehovah. A riband is extend over the star on which ‘ 
1788, asa daughter of the Dan- Andrew is represented hanging upon the cross. 
ish Union, and affiliated with | There is a sixth medal which was struck by the Grand » 

Hamburgh, 15th June, 1795. Lodge in 1778, in honor of their Grand Master, * 

¢ The following foreign Lodge work accorng todi © Gottrified Jacob Janisch, one side contains his bust, 

¢ the ritual of this Grand Lodge in Crefeld, 1; Dresden, © the other the necessary inscription. 

/ 1; Gerr, 1; Leipzig, 2; Lubic, 2; New Branden- We further find in Hamburg a Provincial Grand * 
burg, 1; Oldenburg, 1; Petersburbgh, 2; Reval, 1; Lodge of Lower Saxony, founded from the Grand / 
Rudolstadt, 1; Weimar 1; Zittan, 1; with the five Lodge in Berlin to which belong John’s Lodge, 
in Hamburg 25 Lodges. is is zu den 3 Rosen, founded 24th ; 

Grand Masters—1740, Luttam; 1759, Janisch, January, 1770 ; 

‘¢ M. D.; 1786, Johan Gottfrica Exter, M. D.; 1799, » ” zur Goldnen Kugel ,, 29th } 
Joh. Phil. Beckman, Doctor of Law; 1814, Fried. August, 1770 ; 

¢ Ludw. Schroeder, Proprictor of the German Theatre ; ” ” zum Rothem Adler ,, 14th? 

‘ 1816, Joh. Ande von Beseler. May, 1774 ; 

The Grand Lodge of Hamburgh, is if not the first, i. ae zum Pelican », 16th ’ 
¢ at least one of the most ancient Lodges in Germany. March, 1771 ; 

; In the year 1733 Bro. Jacob Lyon, Duke of Strath- zur U mnaiasiiiie hen Einig- ’ 
more, then Grand Master of London, granted per- keit, Sessile d 6th February, 1817. The two last ) 
mission to eleven German Brethren to form a Lodge | work upon the Hamburger Berge. 

; in Hamburgh. The Grand Lodge, as well as her 

; daughter Lodges, had formerly the common English | ap eee AND APRONS, of the degrees of Master and Roy 

¢ Ritual, but since 1800 they have wrought by a Ri- ° fice. re ee ee Se oF 

* tual prepared for them by the late F. L. Schroeder, renee Senet Pea .* 3? eS 

and instead of the higher degrees they have histori- Master's and R. A. Aprons, on Satin, trimmed with blue ; 

$ eal degrees of knowledge which are communicated | ° Sanam aoe shoe satin, ==. - ‘h wo | 
¢ without initiation. This union formerly founded a Lodges or chapters, desiring any of the above articles, for the bo- 

t ‘ P . * pa dy, will be furnished at a liberal discount. y 

¢ considerable hospital for the sick. The Lodge Ab- } IF Any order, enclosing casb, will be attended to, packed up im / 

é galom struck a medal in 1742, upon which the close $ asafe manner, and forwarded by the Express, if desired. $ 
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